
Police Act, RSA 2000, c P-17  

Serious incidents and complaints 
46.1(1)  The chief of police shall as soon as practicable notify the commission and the Minister where 

                           (a)    an incident occurs involving serious injury to or the death of any person that may have 
resulted from the actions of a police officer, or 

                           (b)    a complaint is made alleging that 

                                  (i)    serious injury to or the death of any person may have resulted from the actions of a police 
officer, or 

                                (ii)    there is any matter of a serious or sensitive nature related to the actions of a police officer. 

(2)  The Minister, when notified under subsection (1) of an incident or complaint or on the Minister’s 
own initiative where the Minister becomes aware of an incident or complaint described in subsection 
(1), may do any one or more of the following: 

                           (a)    request or direct that another police service provide a police officer to assist and advise the 
police service investigating the incident or complaint; 

                           (b)    request or direct another police service to conduct an investigation into the incident or 
complaint, which may include taking over an ongoing investigation at any stage; 

                           (c)    appoint one or more members of the public as overseers to observe, monitor or review an 
investigation to ensure the integrity of the process of the investigation; 

                           (d)    in accordance with section 46.2, direct the head of an integrated investigative unit to conduct 
an investigation into the incident or complaint, which may include taking over an ongoing 
investigation at any stage. 

(3)  A chief of police or police officer acting under subsection (2)(a), (b) or (d) or a person appointed 
under subsection (2)(c) shall report as required to the Minister. 

(4)  If the chief of police or police officer in charge of the police service conducting an investigation 
under subsection (2)(b) or (d) is of the opinion that the actions of the police officer that are the subject 
of the investigation constitute 

                           (a)    an offence under an Act of the Parliament of Canada or the Legislature of Alberta, the chief or 
police officer shall 

                                  (i)    refer the matter to the Minister of Justice and Solicitor General, and 

                                (ii)    advise the commission and the chief of police of the police service under investigation of 
the chief’s or police officer’s findings, unless the Minister of Justice and Solicitor General 
otherwise directs, 

                           (b)    a contravention of the regulations governing the discipline or performance of duty of police 
officers, the chief or police officer shall refer the matter to the chief of the police service under 
investigation where it concerns the actions of a police officer, or to the commission where it 
concerns the actions of the chief of police, to be dealt with in accordance with this Part, 

                           (c)    a matter of the policies of or services provided by the police service under investigation, the 
chief or police officer shall refer the matter to the commission. 
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(5)  The Minister may authorize and provide for the payment of remuneration and expenses to a 
person appointed under subsection (2)(c). 

(6)  A chief of police or police officer of another police service who is assisting with an investigation 
under subsection (2)(a) or conducting an investigation under subsection (2)(b) or (d) has, for the 
purposes of assisting with or conducting that investigation, the same powers and duties as a chief of 
police. 

(7)  A chief of police or police officer of another police service referred to in subsection (6) must 
advise a complainant, if any, in writing at least once every 45 days as to the status of the complaint. 

(8)  A copy of the document sent to a complainant under subsection (7) must be provided to the 
commission. 

(9)  Where a chief of police or police officer of another police service carries out any functions 
pursuant to a request or direction made under subsection (2), that police officer may also be requested 
to present the case or preside at the hearing of the complaint, and if so requested, that police officer 
has, for the purpose of carrying out those additional functions, the same powers as a chief of police. 

(10)  The Minister may delegate in writing the Minister’s powers, functions and responsibilities under 
this section to the Director of Law Enforcement. 

(11)  The costs and expenses that result from 

                           (a)    a request or direction made by the Minister under subsection (2)(a), (b) or (d) shall be borne 
by the police service that is the subject of the investigation, unless otherwise directed by the 
Minister, and 

                           (b)    an appointment by the Minister under subsection (2)(c) shall be borne by the Government of 
Alberta. 
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